The news editors met on a conference call on Nov. 21, 2005.  Curt McCracken (Waste Reduction Resource Center - WRRC), Joy Scrogum (Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable - GLRPPR), Nikki Pape and Rick Yoder (Pollution Prevention Regional Information Center - P2RIC), Ed Gonzalez (Western Regional Pollution Prevention Network - WRPPN), Crispin Stutzman (Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Regional Information Center - PPRC), Prabin Kanel and Jean Waters (Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange), Elizabeth Bird (Peaks to Prairies Pollution Prevention Information Center - Peaks), and Lois Makina (Northeast Waste Management Officials’ Association - NEWMOA) were on the call.
In advance of the call, Joy prepared information about how they deliver news at GLRPPR.  This info is attached.

Action items:

· News editors should check P2Rx archives for stories as they post regional stories

· Google alert can be an effective way to be notified of regional stories, http://www.google.com/alerts
· GLRPPR, NEWMOA, and PPRC still need to implement bean counting on news

· Editors who want to receive “What’s New in P2” from PPRC can sign up at http://pprc.org/news/

· We need to give some attention to style. Jean will follow up with Mary Rankin, our Topic Hub editor for advice
For efficiency, these centers will cover the following sources or categories:

Peaks –Tribal, Agriculture, and household P2 news, needs help with tribal news

PPRC – could use Tribal, will cover national

P2RIC – MEP, ASME, Living on Earth

WRRC – BBC, Reuters, Sustainability, Department of Energy

GLRPPR – national P2 news

NEWMOA – national P2 news

All editors described their procedure for finding stories.  
P2RIC – Nikki checks regional sources first, such as state environmental department’s web sites and regional newspapers.  She also receives Rick’s Mechanical Engineering Society (ASME) Capitol Hill update for national news.  Nikki doesn’t use Green Biz, Environmental News Network, etc. but goes back to the original source to link to a story.
Peaks – Elizabeth includes USDA alerts and biomass-related energy alerts from Department of Energy, plus political updates from organizations advocating for more sustainable agriculture and energy.

WRPPN – getting news from local and state sources. 

PPRC – look at a lot of the national sources but haphazard about local and regional sites. Often get sent stories sent in from people in the region.  Idaho power is an example; they have someone who is “tuned in” to the P2 news, so they send things.  Generally are adding news items on a daily basis.  

NEWMOA – most of the news comes to us by e-mail.  Terri Goldberg (NEWMOA) receives a lot of info.  Have looked at UN environmental program, go there weekly.  Automatically receive press releases from EPA region 1 and are on Massachusetts’s Toxic Use Reduction Institute’s (TURI) information distribution list.  Connecticut and New Hampshire environmental agency’s newsletters are useful.  Also have EPA Region 1 news clipping service but NEWMOA goes back to original source to post stories.
WRRC – mostly goes through the EPA main site and EPA Region 3 & 4.  Curt will also scan Planet Ark; tries to go to original source.  He reads list serves from pollution on-line, United States Department of Energy, and water news, which is specific to Virginia. States in the region will also send news, British Broadcasting Corporation, Reuters Science and Tech.  Curt scans sites a little bit every day.

GLRPPR – press releases from environmental agencies in each state, electronic newsletters and other press releases from other prominent state P2 and environmental organizations in the region, GreenBiz.com, Environmental News Network (ENN), Grasscatcher, Planet Ark/Reuters, Renewable Energy Access, Sustainable Business News, etc., nearly every day, as well as national electronic newsletters, such as Environmental Protection E-News, Water & Wastewater Products E-News, GreenBuzz, etc.  Also check regional news services/directories.  Use Google Alert (http://www.google.com/alerts) to keep up with regional newspapers. Many items are sent to Deb Jacobson or Joy;  also reviews some environmental blogs.
Editors described their process for distributing news.

PPRC – keeps news stories active for a full month on News web page.  Gathers stories at the end of the month, categorizes them, and pushes them out as an e-mail, “What’s New in P2.”  People like to have the categories.  Have a separate categorizing system (20 categories).  Different regions might have different categories.  
GLRPPR – gets stories for multiple sites, so sees no advantage to categorizing them.  Is not currently sending stories out as e-mail but plans to do weekly posts to the list serve in the future.  News stories do become a source for other web products: Topic Hubs, calendar, etc.

P2RIC – doesn’t categorize news, probably no desire to do so.  Nikki pushes out news headlines every week or so, depending on how much news there is.

WRRC – doesn’t categorize news, probably no desire to do so.  Curt (and others) develop electronic newsletter and sends it to businesses in North Carolina quarterly.

NEWMOA – sends a quarterly e-mail newsletter with just the titles, and a hard copy with full text.  They have links to other newsletters in their region.
Editors want to receive “What’s New in P2” from PPRC.  They can sign up to receive it at http://pprc.org/news/
Elizabeth offered to track USDA, Agriculture issues, and water quality stories.  She could use help finding tribal news.  We discussed the possibility of centers specializing in different areas.  It was noted that just having one or two centers look at national news could create a bias.  Three centers try to post news daily, NEWMOA, GLRPPR, and PPRC. These three centers will continue to look at their main sources regardless of what others do.  P2RIC and Peaks publish weekly.  WRRC publishes whenever they run across something.  Nikki looks at the P2Rx archive before publishing stories but rarely finds anything.  Curt looks at the archive but is not necessarily doing that before posting a story.  Elizabeth has not been looking at the archive.  Jean will have the P2Rx archive display at least the last two week’s worth of stories.
If we want to build off of what other centers can find, the following plan could work:

Peaks – Cover Tribal, Agriculture, and household P2 news, needs help with tribal news
PPRC – could use Tribal, will cover national
P2RIC – MEP, ASME, Living on Earth

WRRC – BBC, Reuters, Sustainability, Department of Energy

GLRPPR – national P2 news

NEWMOA – national P2 news

Content:
Nikki wonders about some news items but overall thinks stories fit the “national” criteria.  Curt agrees with the content and scope of what’s posted.  Lois doesn’t know how to categorize all the time but agrees with what gets posted.  Some things may not apply to every single state but overall agrees that stories that are posted are of interest.  Joy says she’s feeling better; at least feels like things she posts are useful.  Elizabeth would like to see Canadian news, she’s pretty comfortable with what to post.  Crispin thinks we could do some checking in on content and we should try to develop a consistent style.  Some centers are including the information source in the headline.  We should decide whether to capitalize the first word or every word in the headline.   Curt just copies and pastes without regard to punctuation.  Crispin edits also. Lois capitalizes the first letter of every word.  It might make it look cleaner if we all follow the same style.  Elizabeth says the archive contains title case.  Curt notices that “MI:” is the head of a story even though it’s national.  

We need to give some attention to style. – Jean will follow up with Mary Rankin, our Topic Hub editor.

GLRPPR, NEWMOA, and PPRC still need to implement bean counting on news.

Prabin and Nikki have just begun tracking which stories people are clicking on.  These results are reported at http://www.p2rx.org/webtrend/news/report_1.htm.  They thought some sources of news would be used more than other sources, but are finding that the content is more important than the source.  PPRC is the only center that lets users browse the news by category.  P2RIC has seven categories. Funding, mercury, tribal, general, trends, R7, schools, enforcement, legislative or regulatory are the categories.
News Collection, Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable (GLRPPR)

Summary prepared by Joy Scrogum, jscrogum@wmrc.uiuc.edu
News Sources

A wide variety of sources are reviewed for material to include on the GLRPPR news page.  I look at press release pages from the main environmental protection organizations from each state in the region (e.g. Pennsylvania DEP, Illinois EPA, Minnesota PCA & OEA, Ohio EPA, NYSDEC, IDEM, MDEQ, WDNR, Environment Canada) on a regular basis (daily to every other day).  I also scan through electronic newsletters and press releases from other prominent state P2 and environmental protection organizations from throughout the region [e.g. Minnesota Technical Assistance Program (MnTAP), Minnesota Sustainable Communities Network, WasteCap Wisconsin, etc.] on a fairly regular basis, depending upon when these electronic news briefings are released and/or whether I am experiencing a “slow” news day and want more stories than are being offered by my typical “big” sources.  I of course also read through some of the big national environmental news services, such as GreenBiz.com, Environmental News Network (ENN), Grasscatcher, Planet Ark/Reuters, Renewable Energy Access, Sustainable Business News, etc., nearly every day, as well as national electronic newsletters, such as Environmental Protection E-News, Water & Wastewater Products E-News, GreenBuzz, etc.  In addition to the national services, I also read regional news services/directories, such as the Great Lakes Information Network (GLIN) news page (updated daily), Great Lakes Radio Consortium (updated every Monday), and the Great Lakes Environmental Directory (updated continuously).

I used to check big newspapers from throughout the region (e.g. Chicago Tribune and Sun-Times, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Detroit News, etc.), and I still do, but rather than having to actually visit the web sites for those papers and “go fishing” for P2-related stories on a regular basis, I’ve started using Google Alerts (see http://www.google.com/alerts).  This allows me to receive email updates of news (or web searches, which is helpful in obtaining content for topic hubs and sector resources) based upon specific queries that I enter.  You can decide whether or not you want to receive these alerts once a day, as it happens, or once a week.  For example, I receive a news alert once a day on the search term “pollution prevention.”  This, along with alerts on related phrases, provides me with daily Google News results, covering the major regional newspapers, national news sources and smaller newspapers that I might not otherwise think to check.  It saves me a great deal of time.  When I do the GLRPPR news each day, I start by looking through my Google Alerts in my email inbox, then move on to other email newsletters and my bookmarked regional and national news sources.  I easily and quickly find 10 or more stories a day to update the GLRPPR news.

Additional sources of news or leads on stories include items sent to me directly from our executive director Deb Jacobson or other GLRPPR members, press releases written by myself or other WMRC (host agency for GLRPPR) personnel regarding GLRPPR or WMRC news, an environmental news blog written by WMRC/GLRPPR Help Desk Librarian Laura Barnes (see http://radio.weblogs.com/0141565/), and other environmental blogs and RSS feeds that I subscribe to (using Bloglines—see http://www.bloglines.com/), such as EERE Network News RSS feed, Sustainablog, Treehugger, WorldChanging, etc.  Another time saving tool that I occasionally use is called PubSub (see http://www.pubsub.com/), which works in a way similar to the Google Alerts system, but doesn’t work nearly as well (it captures a lot of information not necessarily relevant to my queries, and you’ll often see a single story repeated several times on one query results list).  

Capture Schedule

I update the GLRPPR news every day, usually first thing in the morning, sometimes later in the morning or early afternoon if other tasks sidetrack me.  I usually only update the news page once a day, but occasionally if I come across a particularly important story in the afternoon, or if it’s right before a weekend or holiday, I might add a few more stories in the afternoon.  News pages are of course not updated on state holidays when no one is in the office.  On days when I am going to be absent, I usually have another WMRC staff member update the news pages for me to keep our content fresh.

P2Rx News Guidelines

I follow these guidelines for the most part, although with the advent of the technology that allows our regional center news to feed directly into the P2Rx national news box, I’m not sure I always do a good job of making sure only information of national interest gets included in the national news.  Tyler Rubach, our Webmaster, has set our news administration pages up so that stories feed into the national news box by default.  For the most part, this is fine, since even a case study from Michigan, for example, might be of interest nationally.  I try to always consider whether folks in other parts of the country might find a particular story interesting.  However, there may be times when I forget to “turn off” the national news default, and information on a workshop being hosted by the Pennsylvania DEP shows up in the national news box.  GLRPPR serves Ontario, Canada, in addition to the U.S. states surrounding the Great Lakes, and I always make a point of “turning off” that P2Rx national news default for the Canadian stories (although sometimes I think P2Rx news readers might find those stories interesting).

Administrative Forms

Mine is perhaps a unique situation in that I maintain the news pages for three separate web sites, the GLRPPR site (http://www.glrppr.org/news/), the WMRC site (http://www.wmrc.uiuc.edu/news/), and the Greening Schools web site (a joint project of WMRC and the Illinois EPA, see http://www.greeningschools.org/news/).  To make my life easier, our friend Tyler Rubach has created one form that allows me to maintain these pages simultaneously from the same database.  In other words, I enter a story one time, and it can appear on multiple web sites.  I imagine that this form is very similar to the forms used by other regional centers for news administration, in that it includes fields for the title, source, abstract, text (if the story is written in-house or not available online), date posted, contact information (name and email of author, if available), and a URL (for direct links to online stories).  It also includes a check box to show GLRPPR news stories on the P2Rx national news (as mentioned above, the default is for GLRPPR stories to feed into the P2Rx national news).

It probably differs from everyone else’s forms in that it contains check boxes allowing me to indicate on which of the web site news pages I maintain that I want a particular story to appear.  I can indicate that a story should appear on one, two or all three of the sites depending upon its applicability.  GLRPPR stories are almost always appropriate for the WMRC news and vice versa, although there are some instances in which no overlap occurs (no one in Illinois would care about a workshop being hosted in Pennsylvania, for example, and some Illinois environmental news isn’t necessarily relevant to P2 or of interest to GLRPPR members).  Greening Schools stories might also appear on GLRPPR or WMRC, but there is much less overlap between it and the other two web sites because it pertains to a specialized P2 topic.

Other Notes

With regard to the GLRPPR RSS feed, Tyler recently made an adjustment to have the source of our story appear at the very beginning of the abstract on the RSS feed.  Many items that appear on the GLRPPR news are actually direct links to stories on other web sites, and though you can clearly see the source stated on our news page, it was not showing up on our RSS news feed.  Readers of the feed might have gotten the impression that we were the original source for all stories.  Now they can immediately see where the story is from.  This may be something other centers want to consider, as well as P2Rx.
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