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Purpose:

A P2Rx news collection serves the following purposes:

· It provides a national distribution mechanism to build awareness of the activities, products, or services offered by and for the P2 Specialist community.

· It provides news service readers increased awareness and knowledge that can help them in delivering P2 technical assistance or in implementing P2.

· It provides a mechanism to implement dual use through integration with Topic Hub content.

A distributed collection and publication effort offers an opportunity for P2Rx to collaborate in order to build a larger, more diverse news publication through combining multiple efforts and/or to reduce duplicative work currently taking place when two centers refer to the same story.  

Publication Policy:

Story summaries may use a tagline to identify news story contributors such as P2Rx centers. Centers will serve as the initial publication venues for the news service.  By sharing the workload of story development, centers can publish continually, even through breaks in resource capacity such as those brought about by staff absences. The following draft publication policy will provide the quality dimension necessary to retain a readership: 
Publication Policy:  P2Rx uses the following guidance to direct the collaborative effort to identify and publish news for the P2 Specialist community.  News items, be they complete stories or story summaries, need to offer information that raises awareness or understanding about a P2 issue and also have the following features:

· Timeliness.  This is what makes news new.  (example:  if grants are offered throughout the year, its not news.  However, if there’s an announcement about a call for funding, or a deadline, it is considered news.) 

· Newsworthy or Relevant.  It is Newsworthy if the subject is something worthy of a press release and it pertains to marketing for peer P2 program services or products. Stories are Relevant if they cover either something readers need to know to effectively do their jobs or something they may find interesting as a function of their positions. (Example: someone working in P2 needs to know about a change in environmental regulations or waste reduction technologies, as it may impact their daily life; they may find interesting – though not life-changing – a story about an enforcement action that sets a precedent or a change in the mercury level in fish in the Atlantic.  Generally, legislative updates are not included as news, unless there is a specific action that will result.)
· Non-partisan and unbiased. We recognize the inherent prejudice associated with promotion of pollution prevention as the preferred waste management strategy.  To ensure that information is portrayed as accurately as possible, stories must be neutral in tone and reflect the diversity of the readership.  Timely opinion articles can be included for publication, but must be labeled as opinion in the headline.
· Concise. Recognizing that readers are busy, coverage must focus on only the most important issues in a particular news story, separating the key facts from extraneous details. 

· National in scope:  any story that is labeled “national” in scope must be something that addresses the national audience and something that every center would publish.

· Source of the story:  our goal is to get people to the information they need as quickly as possible.  In most cases this means you should link to the original press release.  However, it may be appropriate to simply republish an existing story with added value from a trusted source.

