News Survey

Report on News 

12/11/02

Current activities of the centers:

Seven of the eight centers have a news publication posted on their web site.    Five of these centers add value by developing stories or summarizing stories and providing a link to a more detailed story.  

Three send out news via email to listserves

Resources range from 3@~0.1 and 3@0.25 FTEs.  

Usefulness of the news:

Current sentiment of those who do both favors email distribution over web publication.  However, for those two who have a history of measuring news pages web activity, news does provide an active page for viewers.

Favored categories:
High:

Funding, Calendar Events, Regional Items, Reg/leg Updates

Med:

Topical Items, Energy  Efficiency, Extra-regional items, Technology updates

Lo:

Enforcement, Research updates

(Note that this sort is done without the support of formally querying users. The limited click-through measurement available tends to support this stratification.)

What’s next?

 From the Draft Work Plan:

1. Identify sources and opportunities to build partnerships with others who have similar or complimentary goals.

· Many, many different news organizations and environmental publication sites exist.  Few have the same focus as P2Rx, but all offer an opportunity for partnered publication. For those organizations most likely to offer a publication venue, I suggest waiting until a collective publication is developed and implemented by P2Rx.

· Greg Geyer is interested in assisting, and has already put together a product, using some P2Rx content.  This would be the easiest and fastest approach for implementation.  I suggest we offer the possibility to him, as long as the end product will not be a long-term subscription for P2Rx developed content, and some retention of publication rights for P2Rx value-added material.

· May have to further refine P2Rx center activities

2. Define scope of P2Rx collection

· Suggest news topics as noted in survey.  Our workgroup needs to agree on this and build the standard prior to us trying to lay out possible implementation.

· Craft functioniality features description.

3. Review existing data standards for news items, develop and pass new data standards as necessary 

· http://www.xmlnews.org/docs/story-tutorial.html
· http://www.p2.org/Standards/RFCArchive/99-01.htm
· http://newsml-toolkit.sourceforge.net/ 

· Gregg’s model

4. Determine choices made available to users to customize their application

· Avoid duplication

· Limit selections to those most appropriate for individual center publication.

5. Adopt, modify or build structure for news input and output as outlined in data standard

6. Divide news collection tasks among Centers

Center: _P2Rx Center Results_(not P2Rx)___    
Date:  __12/11/02___________    

1.    Do you currently have a news section at your site?

 
7 Yes
1 No

(By this we do not mean a “What’s New at Our Site”)

2.  Do you point to the news sections of other sites within your region?
2 Yes
6 No
Most link to specific stories rather than to news sections, that qualifies as a “no” reply

3.  Do you develop any content, be it a news story or a story summary?
5Yes      3No
     If “yes”, please describe the format.  

Yes describes story summary, both linked and unlinked to source – 

Three centers also mention that they have an email distribution of these stories
4.  What value do you believe your news has for your site and site users?

Site publication – 

· two indicated they don’t yet know the value, 

· two indicated web stats indicate the feature is used

· three indicated that news provides fresh content to the site and aids their clients in maintaining currency 

Email distribution- 

· One center indicated it is useful for marketing purposes

· One center stated email is more effective at reaching clients
5.  How would you categorize the stories you post at your site?

One center uses topic hub subject vocabulary, programs database service vocabulary and resource, one has nine subject areas as below, one has 12 subjects, two have four categories.  It appears that few have put much thought into the categorization.

6.  How many FTEs does it take to produce your news?

0.08, 0.1, .20, .25, .25, .25

7.  How do you measure the use of your news?

Site publication-

· four use webtrends (site visits)

· one tabulates number of stories

Email- 

· number of subscribers

· clickthroughs

8.  Do you think other web sites in your region would use a P2Rx news box?       Yes   No
(Similar to GreenBuzz, it contains news in a web box that has P2Rx logo)

2-yes, 2-maybe, 3- dunno, 1-no

9.  Please rank in order the following news categories of interest to you or your readers.

_3___high+___  Funding

_3.5__hi____  Calendar Events  (meetings, deadlines)

_3.5-_hi_____  Regional items – your region

_4___high___  Regulatory/legislative updates (includes policies)

_5.5__med+____  “Topical” news that can be added to your topic hub

_6___med___  Energy Efficiency

_6+__med-lo____  Regional items – not your region

_6.5__med__Technology Updates (“new” technology available on the market to help P2)

_8___med-lo___  Enforcement-compliance (police report)

_9___lo___  Research Update  (new research reports)

