Noodling about News

Rick Yoder, 09/25/02

Summary

The P2 News project has been a topic of discussion for at least three years.  In the upcoming fiscal year, P2RIC has agreed to lead a planning effort to move forward on development.

History

Please reference the attached documents:

· News About News, 01/00:  This document alerted other P2Rx members to news items that P2RIC would be adding to its website, how these items related to the nascent Enviro$en$e news standard that was promoted at the Cincinnatti NPPR meeting.  P2RIC is still producing & posting to the web news summaries in these categories, and is still sending the stories out on email lists set up for each category, but I didn’t check to see if anyone is still subscribed to these lists.  We also send out a weekly newsletter of the top stories of the week.  One technical update that we are working with is the “clickthrough” tracking mechanism, which allows us to determine which stories are viewed by our email readers.

· P2Rx News Project Proposal: 08/01:  Andy and Laura did an excellent job of putting together a reason to move forward on the news project, even crafting a draft workplan.

· News Formats: 02/02: I did a quick review of news models & existing news sources that P2Rx has available for use, or could readily be made available.
Opportunity
A “P2 News” publication offers an opportunity to improve “the dissemination of pollution prevention information in the service provider community,” a concept central to the mission of P2Rx.  A “P2 News” function is both a marketing technique and a service to users.  It:

· Promotes networking of the service provider community by highlighting events and publications of monitored programs,

· Markets the news service provider, i.e., P2Rx, as a provider of useful services, an organization knowledgeable in regional happenings,
· Demonstrates the worth of P2Rx as a source of filtered, reviewed information, and 
· Supports program update and information identification activities of P2Rx, including both regional information products and those related to the topic hubs.
Requested Action

This year, P2RIC will survey the other centers to determine what news function could be delivered with a minimum level of effort, and will examine the existing XML news standard and will offer an option that will require a higher level of resource expenditure.  I have a draft survey and am currently looking for help with that document.  We will eventually talk about whether to pursue development in-house or through a contractor.

 

News Survey

Center: ___________________________    


Date:  _____________    

Please answer the following & return to Rick or Kathy at P2RIC:

1.    Do you currently have a news section at your site?



Yes
No

(By this we do not mean a “What’s New at Our Site”)

If “yes”, answer the following, if “no”, go on to # 8

2.  Do you point to the news sections of other sites within your region?

Yes
No

     If “yes”, please describe

3.  Do you develop any content, be it a news story or a story summary?

Yes
No

     If “yes”, please describe the format.  If “no”, go to # 8

4.  What value do you believe your news has for your site and site users?

5.  How would you categorize the stories you post at your site?

6.  How many FTEs does it take to produce your news?

7.  How do you measure the use of your news?

8.  Do you think other web sites in your region would use a P2Rx news box? 
Yes
No
Similar to GreenBuzz, it contains news in a web box that has P2Rx logo

9.  Please rank in order the following news categories of interest to you or your readers.

_______  Regulatory/legislative updates (includes policies)

_______  Enforcement-compliance (police report)

_______  Funding

_______  Technology Updates (“new” technology available on the market to help P2)

_______  Research Update  (new research reports)

_______  Energy Efficiency

_______  Calendar Events  (meetings, deadlines)

_______  Regional items – your region

_______  Regional items – not your region

_______  “Topical” news that can be added to your topic hub

_______  Other category of interest that you describe here:

