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Background

Most pollution prevention information centers identify important news items of interest to their clients, and publish some form of news publication – from simple on-line referrals to items of interest to multi-page hardcopy newsletters.  In an effort to leverage the collective news gathering efforts of these multiple organizations, a few centers have worked to develop a standard for sharing this information.  

The development of a software tool that would allow for relatively easy collection and sharing of individually developed news items has moved to the point where policy will direct features of the tool.

Issues

1. Who will be able to contribute
 stories to the P2NEWS
?

Any editor that provides material that meets our criteria for format
, accessibility
 and content
 will be able to contribute.  Adding to the collection is an automatic function once implementation of the software has been accomplished
.  A software viewer of the contributed stories will allow publishers to select only material they want posted to their own site.  Additionally, individual news publishers can choose to input stories from content creators who don't meet the format and/or accessibility criteria. 

2. Who can publish stories from the P2 News Syndicate?

Anyone willing to give credit as outlined in item #3 below
.  No MOU required.

3. What are the criteria for crediting news stories?

The P2Rx News Syndicate should be referenced at some point on the publication page that uses the syndicate as a source of news.  Each news summary or story should credit the original source of the story.  As an example, see Headwaters News feed
.  (Note that we specifically recommend that the contributing editor referring to a news source NOT be listed, unless they originate the story.)

4. What is the expected standard for content?

Draft Publication Policy:  P2Rx uses the following guidance to direct the collaborative effort to identify and publish news for the P2 Specialist community.  News items, be they complete stories or story summaries, need to offer information that raises awareness or understanding about an P2 issue and also have the following features:

· Timeliness.  This is what makes news new.  The likelihood that most of the readership will not have heard of or studied the story, or will not have seen it considered from a P2 perspective.

· Newsworthy or Relevant.  It is Newsworthy if the subject is something worthy of a press release and it pertains to marketing for peer P2 program services or products. Stories are Relevant if they cover either something readers need to know to effectively do their jobs or something they may find interesting as a function of their positions. Example: someone working in P2 needs to know about a change in environmental regulations or waste reduction technologies, as it may impact their daily life; they may find interesting – though not life-changing – a story about an enforcement action or a change in the mercury level in fish in the Atlantic. 
· Non-partisan and unbiased. We recognize the inherent prejudice associated with promotion of pollution prevention as the preferred waste management strategy.  To ensure that information is portrayed as accurately as possible, stories should be neutral in tone and reflect the diversity of the readership.  Timely opinion articles can be included for publication, but must be labeled as opinion.
· Concise. Recognizing that readers are busy, coverage must focus on only the most important issues in a particular news story, separating the key facts from extraneous details. 

Related Item

1. How will stories be contributed?  I believe that as long as someone posts (a) in an agreed upon format, and (b) at a previously identified URL, that we can choose to add that URL of information to the pages scanned for news items.  Program editors using on-line forms will most likely do this.  The larger P2NEWS collection will be the aggregate of news stories that are published in this specified format.  

� See the related how-it-works question, “How will stories be contributed?”  


� This is a better name than the P2 News Syndicate.  Maybe NEWS – National Environmental Wire Service


� The format will have to meet the RSS XML standard, which can be accomplished by posting through on-line forms.  Additionally, it will have to credit the story as described in item #3.


� The referenced story will have to be immediately accessible, i.e., no sign-in or registration necessary


� See #4 issue.  A content/publication policy is needed to govern content inclusion/exclusion (commercial, opinion, timeliness, etc.) 


� Publishers reserve the right to print or reject any story from the pile 


� What they publish – whether it is a headline only, headline and story, boxed content developed by a center, or other - is dependent on their technical capabilities.


� Thanks, Laura.  http://www.headwatersnews.org/feedTest.html





