RSS-based News Data Standard

August 26, 2003

The previously (August 19, 2003) proposed P2 News data standard is a drastic subset of the NITF standard, www.nitf.org.  Subsequent to that conference call, Rick reviewed the RSS (Really Simple Syndication) standard 2.0
, also an XML 1.0 compliant standard. It appears to provide a leaner structure, one that doesn’t need to be so drastically trimmed to meet the minimal requirements of the P2Rx news activities.  Rick cannot speak to its advantages or disadvantages with regards to usability for the envisioned collaborative effort of the P2Rx centers.  Someone else will have to provide that evaluation.
   

One structural difference noted is that the NITF standard has a header for each story, while the RSS standard provides a header for several stories (called a channel). While Rick still assumes that the format for most content would be headline, abstract/summary that contains a referral to an on-line, off-site story, it’s clear from the review and ChemAlliance experience that RSS format provides enough flexibility to handle center-created full-length news stories. 

The group has previously agreed upon data elements that would provide a marginal increase in the time demands for the P2Rx Centers’ news editors, noted in the table.  New elements required by RSS are identified in the table below in purple:  

	Element
	Machine Generated Default/Pick List Values

	Management Data Elements – Invisible To User

	Date story available for publication
	Default: Date of entry; Editor may choose date

	Date story should be pulled from publication
	Default: 14 or 30 days (set by publishing center); Editor may choose any date

	Archive story?
	Default: yes; Editor may choose no

	Topic Hub Association
	Default:  null;  Editor may choose one or many hubs

	Globally Unique Doc. ID
	Default: Center ID + locally unique ID

	Story Type
	Editor will choose: Announcements, Resources, or News

	Audience/Document Scope
	Not used, for future expansion - ex: geographic, sector…

	Keyword
	Not used, for future expansion 

	Other management info
	Not used, for future expansion - ex:periodic pub - column

	Title
	Default: Name of channel – ex: P2RIC News

	Link
	Default: URL to corresponding website – ex: http://www.p2ric.org/

	Description
	Default: Channel description– ex: P2 news from and for...

	Management AND/OR Content Data Elements – MAY Be Visible To User

	Source of Full Story
	Default: null; Editor may choose to identify source org.

	Contributing Organization
	Default: Ctr. developing content; Publisher references

	Content Data Elements – Visible To User

	Headline
	Editor must provide

	Content
	Editor must provide 

	Off-site link – URL
	Editor must provide


RSS data elements are described on the web site.  I edited a sample
 of what I thought our RSS coded page might look like (please forgive coding errors – I went through what was there and kept or rejected what I thought necessary)  The data needs we already agreed to are listed immediately below.   

The first is meta information which is not published for the reader, such as:

· When abstract/story is available for publication

· When abstract/story should be archived

· Topic Hub association

· Audience, e.g. geographic, sector, type (e.g., SBAP).  This was kept as an optional tag for future expansion

· Keyword - optional tag for future expansion 

· Story type, e.g., Announcements, resources, news.  

· Other management information, e.g., regular column or publication (Ex: Regularly published announcements of periodicals)

· Source of full story (may be off site) [here and/or below]

The second part is the content information, or body, which is what the reader sees, such as:

· Headline

· Content 

· Narrative - abstract or full story

· Off site link to full story

· Formatting instructions (lists, paragraph breaks, other html code)

· Contributing organization, source of news story/abstract [here and/or above]

NOTE: Beyond the data elements we’ve discussed are some collect, sort, and post functions that are implied but not described.  We don’t need to pin these down quite yet.

 A suggestion for using the RSS for P2:

RSS is describes the channel, and then contains several news items.

<?xml version="1.0" ?> 
- <rss version="2.0" >
- <channel>
  <title>P2RxCenter News</title> 

  <link>http://www.P2RxCenter.org/News.cfm</link> 

  <description>A pollution prevention news service provided by colleagues of P2Rx.</description> 

  <language>en-us</language> 

  <copyright>Copyright current year, Contributing Center</copyright>
<managingEditor>NewsEditor@P2RxCenter.org</managingEditor> 

  <webMaster>webmaster@ P2RxCenter.org </webMaster>
  <lastBuildDate>Mon, 30 Sep 2002 11:00:00 GMT</lastBuildDate> 

  <category>environmental, waste reduction, news</category>

  <docs>http://backend.userland.com/rss</docs> 

  <image>

<url>http://P2RxCenter.org/P2RxCenterLogo.JPG</url>
  
<title>P2RxCenter News</title> 

<link>http://www.P2RxCenter.org/News.cfm</link>
</image> 

- <item>

  <title>EPA Bans Recreational Vehicles in Old Growth Forests</title>
<link>
http://wwww.epa.gov/SUVbanyeahright.htm</link> 

  <description><p>Old growth forest tourism will be done on foot and horseback….</p></description> 

  <category>News
</category>
<guid>
http://P2RxCenter.org/ihaventacluehowtodothis.cfm</guid> 

<pubDate>
Sun, 28 Sep 2003 23:48:33 GMT</pubDate>

<source url=”http://www.chemallliance.org/newsomethingorother.rss”>ChemAlliance</source>
  </item>
- <item>
  <title>P2 Planner Available On-line</title>
<link>http://tnrcc.gov/P2planner.htm</link> 

  <description><p> the long awaited <i>national</i> version of the P2 planner…..</p></description>

  <category> Resource
</category>
<guid>http://P2RxCenter.org/ihaventacluehowtodothis2.cfm </guid> 

<pubDate>Sun, 21 Sep 2003 17:24:20 GMT</pubDate>

 
<source url=”http://www.chemallliance.org/newsomethingorother.rss”>ChemAlliance</source>
  </item>
  </channel>
  </rss>
� � HYPERLINK "http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/tech/rss" ��http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/tech/rss� 


� I worry about the earlier version limits on number of items (15) – it appears to be gone.


� http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/blogs/gems/tech/sampleRss20.xml





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��These three elements are required and could be provided as form default elements.  The following elements, i.e., language through image,  are optional additions that can also be provided as form defaults.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� I’m not at all certain of the coding syntax for multiple elements, or of the utility and function of the domain string.  For me this tag represents a very low priority unless its value is better explained.  Also note that I did not include several tags offered in RSS – either because I did not understand their utility or felt they didn’t suit our needs:  generator, cloud, ttl, rating, textInput, skipHours, skipDays


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� either <title> or <description> are the minimum requirements of RSS items.  As an aside, I think the use of the term, title, both for the item and for the channel description is a tad confusing – but entirely manageable.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��We discussed this, and decided the story  link does not need to be a separate element but can be part of the text.  So I think this could be removed – as it stands it provides added data entry (another paste function, really) that no-one needs?  Other terms left out:  author, comments, enclosure.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Values for category are: Announcement, resource, or news


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��The guid tag provides the unique identification function  - which we agreed is another useful machine-generated item.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I understand the need to have a pubDate, both internally to the center and externally – to accommodate embargoed news items.  But it’s generally the internal need to have a stopPubDate – when to withdraw the news item from the site.  Some aggregators may wish to leave news items up longer than others – how do we do this?????


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Values for category are: Announcement, resource, or news
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